ie Te | 


SEH gE 


L 


COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


eee 


OOn~ODunWH 
. 


© 16) dine 


AucusT? 


RALEIGH, N. C. 


WHAT WAS THE TOTAL 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30) 
ComPARE JULY CHICK OP 
Review NortH CaROoLen 


Fa 


a a} r = © 7 Be 
QUESTIONS PERTINENT To THIS ISSUE 


y FLUE*CURED TQBACCO DISSAPEARANCE DURING THE 


5 Bt ae eRartE Pky #9 49:, iad 
Moe PRICES H "VED INDEX, 

Di SCUSS CHANGES IN PRICES PAID FOR CLOTHING ITEMS, 
DID FEED PRICES INGREASE 0. 
WHAT 1S THE ESTIMATED" SIZE 
ComPARE 1949 CASH FARM MARKETING RECEIPTS WITH 1948 RECEIPTS, 
DisSCUSS THE PROSPECTIVE COMMERCIAL APPLE CROP, 

DiD PRICES PAID BY FARMERS INCREASE OR DECREASE FROM JULY TO 


CREASE IN-AU- GUST? 
“THE N. C, Turkey Crop? 


SEPTEMBER 5, 1950 


| TEMS 


AGRICULTURAL PRICES AND OTHER CURRENT 


HATCHERY OUTPUT RECORD FOR JULY 


The number of chicks produced 
by commercial hatcheries in North 
Carolina totaled 3,369,000 during 
July. This is the highest output 
of record for the month and exceeded 
July production of last year by 13 
percent. Although hatchings were 
down 13 percent from the previous 
month, the decline was much smaller 
than the usual seasonal drop. The 
July total output of chicks was 82 
percent greater than the 5-year 
(1944-48) average. 

Demand for chicks by commercial 
broiler producers was strong during 
the month. July placements in the 
Chatham-Wilkes Commercial Broiler 
areas were up almost 40 percent 
over placements during the same 
month last year. 

Hatchings during the first seven 
months of 1950 totaled 36,676,000 
chicks -- an increase of 9.5 percent 
over the 33,494,000 chicks produced 
by commercial hatcheries in the 
State during the same period last year. 


TO RECIPIENTS OF THIS PUBLICATION 


This Farm Report was initiated 
three years ago on a trial basis.. 
INo appropriation was available. 
The anticipated improvements offer- 
ed over the usual mimrographed news 
releases have been well proven. 
It now becomes a matter of justi- 
fying the expense of this publica- 
tion. 

We are desirous of learning what 
percent of the 9,000 recipient 
Limon. 


will notice this item. 
10% comply with this request, i 
ay mean that less than 20% give the 


publication much attention. Still 
if it is even casually looked through 
its publication may be justified. 

The Legislative Budget Committee 
wants evidence of such justification. 
So do we, So would you. How about 
sending us a simple one cent postal 
card expressing your interest in 
or need for this publication? 
Better still, tell us how to im- 
prove it. 


FLUE-CURED TOBACCO DISAPPEARANCE 
SECOND HIGHEST OF RECORD 


Total disappearance of flue- 
cured tobacco during the year ending 
June 30, 1950, was 1,168 million 
pounds; 6 percent higher than in 
1948-49 and the second highest on 
record. A rise in exports together 
wi th a small increase in domestic 
use were responsible for the larger 
total disappearance over last year. 
Domestic use in 1949-50 was close to 
723 million pounds compared with 
715 million in 1948-49 -- the 
previous high point. 

It appears likely that total 
disappearance in 1950-51 may be 
above that of 1949-50. Cigarette con- 
sumption in this country will 
probably top the high of fiscal 1949- 
50. This is the major outlet for 
flue-cured tobacco. Foreign demand 
for flue-cured is strong and 1950- 
51 exports may be almost as large 
as in 1949-50 if international 
developments do not.interfere. The 
consumption trend for tobacco abroad 
continues to be toward cigarettes 
with many preferring those using 
U. S. tobacco. (See table on page 4) 


RECORD TURKEY CROP IN PROSPECT 


North Carolina’s 1950 turkey crop 
is estimated at 583,000 birds - 20 
percent more than last year and 112 
percent above the 1937-46 average. 
August 1 reports from growers indicate 
that on that date they had the largest 
number of turkeys of record on hand. 

The August 1 report of turkeys on 
hand was the same as growers indica- 
ted on January 1 they planned to pro- 
duce this year. This is the second 
consecutive year in which turkey num- 
bers have increased sharply. 

Turkey growers indicate they in- 
tend to market their crop earlier 
this year. In the South Atlantic 
States, growers indicate that over 
31 percent of their production will 
be marketed during or before October 
this year compared with 27 percent 
a year ago and over 67 percent of 
the crop will be marketed prior to 
December. 

Across the Nation farmers are 
raising a record crop of 44,550,000 
turkeys this year -- 6 percent more 
than last year and 1 percent above 
the previous peak production of 1945, 

(Continued or Page 4) 
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N. C, PRICES RECEIVED INDEX UP 19 POINTS 


The "All Farm Products" index of prices receivedty 
North Carolina farmers at local markets increased from 
251 as of July 15 to 270 as of August 15, an increase of 
19 points or 7.6 percent. 

The current "All Farm Products" index of prices re- 
ceived of 270 compares with an index of 241 on August 
15, 1949 and an index of 268 on August 15, 1947 (see 
table below). 

With the exception of meat animals, the index of prices 
received for all commodity groups increased during the 
month ended August 15. 

The grains commodity index increased 8 points as the 
result of increased prices being received for com, wheat, 
oats and rye. 

The increase of 11 points in the cotton and cottonseed 
index was due to a rise of 1.3 cents in cotton and $4.00 
per ton increase in the price of cottonseed. 

The index for type 13 tobacco stood at 508 percent of 
the 1909-14 base period price. 

The meat animals index at 402 remained the same as 
last month. 
were not sufficient to offset slightly lower prices for 
hogs, beef cattle and lambs. 

The poultry index increased 23 points, or 11 percent, 
as the result of increased prices for both chickens and 
eggs. 

The dairy products index increased two points. Whole- 
sale milk increased five cents per hundred, butter and 
butterfat increased one cent per pound. 

The index of prices received for miscellaneous commodi- 
ties increased 21 points during the month ended August 
15. A rise in the price of peanuts, potatoes and sweet- 
potatoes more than offset decreased prices for other 
products in the miscellaneous group. 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS AUGUST 15, 1950 


RYE. ce cnee 

SOY BEANS. ccccccce 
COWPEAScccccvcte 

PEANUTS. ceovcccces 


TOBACCOce vo ccceces 
COTTONs ccceccrvecs 
COTTONSEED. coos 
WOOL. cewcccvcccce 


HOGS, wccccee 
BEEF CATTLE. 


CHICKENS. cc ccccce 
EGGSiiveccecusooce 
MILK, WHLSE. cece 
RETAIL © ccc-6 
BUTTER. cccosscece 
BUTTERFAT. cccccce 
HAY, ALL BALED... 
POTATOES. cuccccee 
SWEET POTATOES... 
APPLES COMMERCIAL 
LESPEDEZA SEED... 
KOREANecccccvccce 
KOBE. ccccccccccs 
Com. & TENN. 76. 
SERICE Ac sic cleicicic’s 


a/ Type 13 


b/ 11-37 


Hay supplies will be the most liberal of record per 
hay-consuming animal. Carryover of hay is about average 
while the new crop of 105 million tons is 5 million tons 
above average. 
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Increased prices for veal calves and sheep, 


SEPTEMBER 5, 1950 


COMPARISON OF U. S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 
AND PARITY PRICES 


PRICES RECEIVED PARITY OR AVERAGE PRICES 
orate sos BY FARMERS COMP ARABL E AS PERCENTAGE 
PRICES OF _PARi TY 
Juty 15 Auc. 15] Jury 15 AuGc. 15}/JuLty 15 Auc.1 
1950 1950 1950 1950 1950 1950 
- DOLLARS- 


COTTON, LBesenes 
WHEAT, BUccccoes 
CORN, 
OATS, BUcccesces 
BARUEVs1 BUle cs oe 
RYE. BUcccecccee 
BEEF CATTLE. CWT. 
HOGS SWTeeccces- 
LAMBS, CWTesecece 
CHICKENS, LB.cee 
EGGSie DOZeieeelaicre 
MILK, WHLSE.CWT. 


a, Percentage of seasonally adjusted prices to parity prices 
b. Preliminary 

c. Revtsed . 

d. Transitional parity, 95 percent of parity price computed 
under formula in use prior to January 1, 1950. 
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PRICES RECEIVED AND PAID BOTH UP 
PARITY RATIO UNCHANGED 


Sharply higher prices for cotton and cottonseed to- 
gether with higher prices for dairy and poultry products 
raised the Index of Prices Received hy Farmers 4 points during 
the month. At 267 percent of its January 1910-December 1914 av- 
erage, the index was 1.5 percent above a month ago and 9.4 per- 
cent above a year ago and the highest since November 1948 when it 
was at the same level. However, the all crop index at 
239 was 14 points higher than in November 1948 and the 
livestock and products index at 292 was 14 points lower. 

In addition to the higher prices for cotton, cotton- 
seed, poultry and dairy products; rice, dry edible beans, 
wool, and all meat animals except beef cattle also showed 
increases over a month ago. On the down side were most 
other grains, soybeans, flaxseed, potatoes, and fruits. 

The Parity Index (Prices Paid, Interest, Taxes and 
Wage Rates) rose 2 more points this month as’ increases 
in prices paid by farmers for food, clothing, and shelter 
lifted rural living costs. Retail prices of production 
goods averaged the same on August 15 as a month earlier. 
Rates paid for interest, taxes, and hired help also were 
steady. At 258 in mid-August, the Parity Index was up 
about 3% percent from a year earlier and at the highest 
level recorded since November 1948. 

The Parity Ratio remained at 103 percent as increases 
occurred in both the prices received and prices paid by 
farmers indexes. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
(N.C. PRICES RECEIVED 1909-14 = 100 PERCENT) 


ALL FARM PRODUCTS... 
COTTON & COTTONSEED 
GRATIN ereletetetetetalein' sis 
MEAT ANIMALS. .cccce 
ROULSIRY: cisiersiaisis'« 
DAIRY PRODUCTS. 
TOBACCO. ce ddoccccns 


MISCELLANEOUS. conce 
RATIO OF PRICES 
RECEIVED TO PAID-@ 


PRICES RECEIVED, .0.6 

PRICES PAID 
INTEREST & TAXES.. 

RATIO OF PRICES 
RECEIVED TO PAID.. 


a. Ratio of N. C. prices received to U. S. prices pard. 
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AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES FARMERS FOR SPECIFIED CLOTHING ITEMS WITH COMPARISONS 1949-50 


NORTH CAROLINA 


SuiTS, WOOL, 1 PAIR PANTS 
EXTRA TROUSERS, WOOLEN 
TROUSERS, COTTON 

OVERALLS 

SHIRTS, COTTON, 

SOCKS, COTTON, 
UNDERSHIRTS 


SHOES, WORK, 

BooTs, RUBBER, 

DRESSES, HOUSE, 

STEP-INS OR PANTIES, RAYON... 
SHOES OR OXFORDS, WOMEN’S.... 
MUSLIN, UNBLEACHED 36" 
PERCALE, 36 WIDE 


CLOTHING PRICES DROP BELOW PRICES PAID LAST YEAR 


The average prices North Carolina farmers paid for 
specified clothing articles on June 15 were down slightly 
from the previous year for all items except cotton trousers 
and rubber boots. These two articles showed a slight in- 
crease in price, 

Compared with prices paid on March 15 of this year, 
however, seven of the specified clothing articles showed 
an increase in price. Men’s wool suits were up $1.50 each 
but other increases were slight (see table above). 


FEED PRICES INCREASE 


Average prices paid by North Carolina farmers for high 
protein and grain by-product feeds increased during the 
month ending August 15. Tankage meat scrap prices in- 
creased $.70 per hundred pounds over the price paid a 
month earlier and all other feeds showed an increase of 
five to fifteen cents per hundredweight. 

U. S. feed prices followed rather closely the changes 
in prices paid by North Carolina farmers except that U. S. 
prices for bran and middlings weredown from the 
previous month whereas North Carolina prices were up for 
these items. Soybean meal also declined slightly during 
the month, reflecting seasonal adjustments to ane 
crop basis. 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS AUGUST 15, 1950 


WITH COMPARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA 
FEED PER 
HUNDREDWE | GHT 


Jucy 15, AuGusT 15, ; Juty 15, |AucusT 15, 
19 50 1950 1950 1950 


- DOLLARS - 


Mit xeo DAIRY FEED 
ALL KINDS 
16% PROTEIN 


18% PROTEIN 


HIGH PROTEIN FEEDS 
COTTONSEED MEAL... 
LINSEED MEAL 
SOYBEAN MEAL 
TANKAGE MEAT SCRAP 

GRAIN BY-PRODUCTS 
BRAN. sccccvccocces 
MIDOLINGS 
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POULTRY FEED 
LAYING MASH 
SCRATCH GRAIN... 
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U. S. APPLE CROP DOWN 12 PERCENT 


Commercial apple production for 1950 is forecast at 
118,227,000 bushels -- 12 percent less than last year 
but 8 percent above average. This report includes pre- 
liminary estimates for the principal apple varieties by 
regions for 1950 and revised estimates for 1949. 

Summer apples are estimated at 5, 289,000 bushels -- 23 
percent less than the 1949 crop. Califomia Gravensteins, 
at 1,596,000 bushels, account for 30 percent of the U. Ss, 
1950 summer commercial crop. Last year California Gra- 
vensteins turned out 3,022,000 bushels and were 44 per- 
cent of the total summer crop. 

Fall apples at 15,026,000 bushels comprise 13 percent 
of the commercial crop. Last year this group totalled 
18,661,000 bushels and was 14 percent of all commercial 
production. The three most important fall varieties are 
forecast as follows: Jonathan 6,753,000 bushels, Grimes 
Golden 2,582,000 bushels and Wealthy 2,482,000 bushels. 
All three are down from last year by 34 percent, 15 per- 
cent and 6 percent respectively. 

This group totals 97,912,000 bushels for 1950 compared 
with 108,213,000 bushels for 1949. Delicious are indi- 
cated at 24,415,000 bushels -- 12 percent less than last 
year. In both years, Delicious are about a fifth of all 
commercial apples. The western States have prospects for 
19, 157,000 bushels of Delicious -- 8 percent less than 
last year. 

Winesap is the second variety in importance this year 
with a forecast of 13,478,000 bushels -- up 9 percent from 
1949. McIntosh is third in imnortance with 12,015,000 
bushels -- down 16 percent. Rome Beauty is estimated at 
6,959,000 bushels -- down 17 percent from last year. Pro- 
duction is about the same in the West but down in all 
other regions, 

A heavy crop of York Imperial is in prospect, 6,530,000 
bushels compared with 4,622,000 bushels last year. Yorks 
are grown mostly in the four States of Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land and the Virginias. Baldwins are forecast at 5, 282,000 
bushels, about the same as last year. Practically all 
Baldwins are grown in New York, New #ngland, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and Michigan. Staymans at 5,109,000 bushels are 5 
percent less than 1949. Yellow Newtown or Albemarle Pip- 
pin are forecast at 4,450,000 bushels compared with 5,010, - 
000 bushels last year. Practically all of these apples 
are produced in Oregon, California, Washington and Virginia. 

Production of other leading varieties and changes from 
last year are forecast as follows: Golden Delicious 
2,893,000 bushels, 17 percent less; Cortland 2, 289, 000 
bushels; 27 percent less; Northern Spy 2, 266,000 bushels, 
15 percent less; Ben Davis 2,162,000 bushels, 21 percent 
less; and Rhode Island Greening 2,069,000 bushels, 47 
percent less. 
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NORTH CAROLINA FARMER’ S CASH 
RECEIPTS BY COMMODITIES, 1948-49 


LIVESTOCK AND PRODUCTS.. 


DAERY PRODUCTS. coccccece 
HOGS. ccecccccccccccccces 


EGGSicteicielereie s\els'sre!ciotaie ctetats 
CHICKENS( INCL. BROILERS). 
CATTLE. CALVES. ccccccces 


TURKEYSe cccccccccccccces 
OTHER 1/ 


eecoeececevresee ese 


COTTON LINT.csccec 
PEANUTSio clcsieisje/s aie1e 

CORN . cccccccccccscccccce 
COTTONSEED. ccccccecescns 
POITA TOES’. cic sc'es'e sso einicj ere 
SOYBEANS cs cccccccvccccccce 
WHEAT. cccccccccccccccece 
SWEETPOTATOES. ccccccccce 
HAV cccccccccccccscccccecs 
OATS crcocscscccscocetves 
LESPEDEZA SEED.ececcccce 
SORGO SURUP. wccccvsccece 
TRUCK CROPS. ccccccccccecs 
OTHE RULE Grate cleteie ore alee ciarars 
FRUITS AND TREE NUTS: 
PEACHES .ccccccccvccccsoe 
STRAWBERRIES. ceccccccces 
APPLES. cccccccccccccccce 
PECANS. cccccccccccccccce 
OME Rind, Cotetele-c etaleleraia eieveiers 
OTHER PRODUCTS: 

FOREST. cccccnccccccvcvce 
GREENHOUSE, NURSERY.cooe 


GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS. cece 


ToTat CASH RECEIPTS.....| 790.996 |713, 203 


1/ Honey, sheep and lambs, mules, wool 
beeswax, horses, other poultry. 

2/ Barley, rye, ar se sorghums for 
Sieg ep bue 

3/ Grapes oietpiaes pears, figs, plums, 
other berries. 


Milk output the first half of 
1950 topped the same period of last 
year by 2 percent, and there is a 
good chance that production for the 
whole-year will set a new record. 


FARM RECEIPTS DECLINE IN 1949 


Cash receipts from farm marketings 
of crops, livestock and products by 
farmers in North Carolina during 1949 
were 9.9 percent less than in 1948 
not including government payments. 
The greatest decline in casH re- 
ceipts occurred in returns from 
crop marketings which were 11.2 
percent below 1948. Cash receipts 
from livestock and products were 
4.6 percent less than in 1948. 


WOOL PRODUCTION UP 


The quantity of wool shor in North 
Carolina this year is estimated at 
189,000 pounds-an increase of 31 per- 
cent over 1949 production but 12 percent 
below the ten-year (1939-48) average. 

The average weight per fleece is 
estimated at 5.4 pounds compared with 4,8 
pounds last year and a ten-year av- 
erage weight of 5.1 pounds. The number 
of sheep shorn at 35,000 was up 17 
percent from last year. 


RECORD TURKEY CROP (Continued) 


This is the second year turkey pro- 
duction has increased since the pro- 
fitable small crop of 32 million in 
1948, which porought the highest prices 
of record. 

Record high turkey prices during 
the first half of 1949 with a 26 per- 
cent drop in feed prices from 1948, 
encouraged turkey growers to increase 
their 1949 turkey production by 32 
percent. A decline of 23 percent 
in turkey prices from 1948 during 


the 1949 marketing Season was par- 
tially offset by a 12 percent drop 
in feed prices. Despite these lower 
turkey prices, growers expresséd 
their intentions on January 1 to 
raise about the same number of tur- 
keys this year as last. With an 
abundance of cheaper poults, slightly 
lower feed prices during the hatch- 


--ing- season and firmness in the mar- 


ket, growers decided to increase their 
turkey production in 1950. 


DOMESTIC SUPPLIES, DISAPPEARANCE, AND SEASON AVERAGE PRICE 
OF FLUE-CURED Seeger eee AP aman TYPES 11-14 


STOCKS 
PRODUCTION JULY SuPPLY TOTAL pan Say ee 


AV. 1934-38 


1/ Year beginning July 1. 


DISAPPEARANCE |<) Disappearance 1/7. | AVERAGE 


PRICE PER 
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22.9 
14.9 
16.4 
28.1 
38.4 
40.2 
42.4 
43.6 
48.3 
41.2 
49 .6 
47.2 
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2/ Subject to revision, 


